The Association for Canadian Educational Resources (ACER),
Ontario Urban Forest Council (OUFC), and
Carolinian Canada Coalition (CCC)
Present:

COMMUNITY SOLUTIONS IN A
CHANGING CLIMATE
COPING WITH CHANGE IN OUR BACKYARD
MAY 23 - 24, 2013
HUMBER COLLEGE, TORONTO

SYMPOSIUM PROGRAM

THURSDAY, MAY 23

WALKING TOUR
1 PM
Walk community monitoring
programs
ACER’s AGM
3:30 PM
Join us to celebrate our
25th anniversary.
HERITAGE TREES
4:30 PM
TREE PLANTING
5:30 PM

11-year-old
Brooke
Pastuch will
perform “Oh
Canada!”

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
6:30 PM
Hosted by OUFC. Live music,
cash bar, hors d’oeuvres,
silent auction, tree quiz,
networking, Carolinian
Canada Awards.

FRIDAY, MAY 24

Carolinian Canada AGM
11:30 AM
Hear program updates and
participate in shaping future
direction.
WALKING TOUR
11:30 AM
Walk community monitoring
programs

LOCATION
Humber College Blvd.

HWY 27

HIGHLIGHTS

P
Parking Lot
Dining Hall, Students Residence
Centre for Urban Ecology

PROGRAM

THURSDAY, MAY 23RD, 2013
9:30 AM

Centre for Urban Ecology
Registration and Coffee/Tea

9:45 AM
WELCOME

Lynn Short, Professor, Dept. of Horticulture, Humber College
Alice Casselman, President, ACER
Sandy Clipsham, Network Manager, CCC
Jack Radecki, Executive Director, OUFC

10 AM – 12 PM
SHARING DATA

Kathryn Chin,
Chin Planting for Change (P4C) Program Leader,
ACER, “Overview of ACER’s programs and report on the
monitoring activities at schools through the P4C program.”
Vanessa Alsop, B.Sc., MES, Grade 9-11 Teacher, Dragon
Academy, “Teaching perspectives on monitoring protocols
and what to do with the data”
Sadia Butt, PhD Candidate, University of Toronto, "South
Central Ontario Forest Biodiversity Monitoring Plots Analysis.”
Marianne Karsh, Director, Arbovitae, "Ten Year Report
Results of the Climate Change Study at the Humber
Arboretum"
SHARING EXPERIENCES WORKSHOP

12 PM - 1 PM

Centre for Urban Ecology
Lunch

1 PM - 2 PM
WALKING TOURS

W1: Walking tour of community planting projects at Humber
W2: Youth Stewardship Project (2008-2009)
W3: Humber Sustainability Projects (Self-guided. Map in
package)

2 PM – 3 PM

Go Global Forest Plot

TRAINING SESSION: MONITORING FOREST PLOTS
How to monitor change in forest ecosystems using
ACER’s protocols

3 PM

Centre for Urban Ecology
Coffee/Tea Break

3:30 PM

Centre for Urban Ecology

ACER’s AGM

Come for an update and celebrate with us our 25th
anniversary

4:30 PM

Centre for Urban Ecology

HERITAGE TREES

Edith George, Advisor, OUFC and Peter Dmytrasz,
Advisor, OUFC, “Securing the Future of Heritage Trees –
A Case Study”

5 PM

Centre for Urban Ecology

Afternoon Break
5:30 PM

Butternut Experimental Plot

TREE PLANTING

Jack Radecki, Executive Director, OUFC, “Heritage
Bronte Oak Tree Planting”
Brooke Pastuch, “Oh Canada”

6:30 PM
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION (50+25+29)

Dining Hall, Students Residence
Jack Radecki, Executive Director, OUFC, “Looking Back
50 Years”
Shelley Charles, Elder Advisor, Humber College,
“Smudging”
Michelle Kanter, Executive Director, CCC, “Conservation
Awards”

PROGRAM

FRIDAY, MAY 24TH, 2013
9:30 AM

Dining Hall, Students Residence
Registration and Coffee/Tea.
Sponsored by

10 AM - 11:30 AM
WELCOME

Chris Whitaker, President and CEO, Humber College

COMMUNITIES PANEL

Moderator, Dr. Patricia Morgan, Dean, Faculty of Research,
Humber College
Michelle Kanter, Executive Director, CCC, “Evolution of
Carolinian Canada Coalition”
Vince D’Elia, Project Manager, Etobicoke & Mimico Creek
Watersheds, Toronto and Region Conservation Authority
(TRCA), “Embracing Tree Health Monitoring”
Jack Radecki, Executive Director, OUFC, “Tree Related
Challenges”
Lynn Short, Professor, Department of Horticulture, Humber
College, “Humber Arboretum Community Programs”
Ana Maria Martinez, Program Coordinator, ACER,
“Educating communities in response to climate change”

11:30 AM
Carolinian Canada AGM

Room T132, Students Residence
Get the word on challenges and accomplishments of the
Coalition in 2012-2013. Take the opportunity to guide future
directions. Enjoy networking with others. Recognize
winners of annual CCC Conservation Awards.

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM
WALKING TOURS

W1: Walking tour of community planting projects at Humber
W2: Youth Stewardship Project (2008-2009)
W3: Humber Sustainability Projects (Self-guided. Map in
package)

12 PM – 1 PM

Dining Hall, Students Residence
Lunch

12:45 PM – 1 PM

Debbie Leon, ISA “Silent Auction and Tree Quiz”

1 PM – 2:15 PM

Dining Hall, Students Residence

SCIENCE PANEL

Moderator, Dr. Gordon Nelson, Chair, CCC
Don MacIver, Mayor of Amaranth, “Community
Sustainability under a Changing Climate”
Heather Auld, Senior Climatologist, Risk Science International
(RSI), “Ecosystem Services for Climate Resilient Communities”
Neil Comer, Senior Climatologist, Risk Science International
(RSI), “The New 2013 IPCC Assessment: What Climate
Changes are Coming?”
Bob Rogers, Professor (Retired), Laurentian University, “The
Genesis of Sudbury’s Climate Change Consortium”

2:15 PM

Dining Hall, Students Residence
Coffee/Tea Break

2:30 PM – 3:30 PM

Dining Hall, Students Residence

ISSUES ROUND TABLE

“Community Solutions and Conference Statement”
Moderator, Ron Wu-Winter, Forestry Technician, TRCA

CLOSING REMARKS

SPEAKERS’ BIOS
Vanessa Alsop

Vanessa has a Masters in Environmental
Studies (York University), Post Graduate
Certificate in Education (Surrey University, UK)
and Bachelor of Science (Hons) (University of
London, UK). In 1987, she worked as a forester
for the Rio Mazan Project, a project for forests
and the people of the Andes. She is the
founder of Idle Free Ontario and has been a
junior fellow for IRIS (Institute for Research and
and Innovation in Sustainability at York University) since 2006.

Heather Auld

Heather works for Risk Sciences International
as Principal Climate Scientist since 2012. She
has more than 32 years of experience working
in weather forecasting and operations,
climate science and climate change adap-
tation. She has recognized national and inter-
national expertise in climate change impacts
and adaptation, engineering climatology for
national codes and standards, energy-
climate research, extreme event and
forensic analyses, disaster risk reduction planning and science-policy
linkages.

Sadia Butt

Sadia has a Master’s in Forest Conservation
and is currently a PhD Candidate in Forest
Governance at the University of Toronto. She
worked for the City of Mississauga for 5 years
with the Gypsy Moth Program and with Envi-
ronment Canada as a socio economical
analysis for extreme weather impacts for cli-
mate change and adaptation. Her current
research is in community participation and
urban forests distribution in Mississauga.

Shelley Charles

Shelley was raised on a reservation on the
Bruce Peninsula. She is an alumnus of the
Landscape Technology, Humber College.
Shelley has worked extensively in First Nation
communities with youth and aboriginal artists
to preserve cultural knowledge, language
and restoration of indigenous medicines and
plants. She has a Masters Degree of
Indigenous Knowledge from the Seventh
Generation
Institute
and
the
World
Indigenous Nations Higher Education Consortium (WINHEC).

SPEAKERS’ BIOS
Kathryn Chin

Kathryn graduated from the University of
Guelph with a B.Sc. in Biological Sciences. Her
past field experience includes sampling and
surveying invasive alien species in forests and
trees for the CFIA in 2008 and assisting with en-
vironmental toxicological research at the Uni-
versity of Guelph in 2006. Since Fall 2012 she
has been the Planting for Change (P4C)
Project Leader.

Dr. Neil Comer

Neil is a Senior Climatologist with Risk Sciences
International. He has worked in the private
sector as an applications engineer/instructor
(Weather Services International), in the public
sector with the Meteorological Service of
Canada and the Adaptation and Impacts
Research Section of Environment Canada
(EC), and is an adjunct professor at UPEI and U
of T. At EC, Dr. Comer shared responsibility for
developing the Atmospheric Hazards network
and the Canadian Climate Change Scenarios Network (CCCSN). He
has been a reviewer for the IPCC and currently serves as climate science
advisor to the Ontario Regional Climate Change Consortium.

Vince D’Elia

Peter Dmytrasz

Vince has over 14 years of experience in the
environmental field with the public and non-
profit sector. Vince is currently working with
TRCA as a Project Manager with the
Etobicoke & Mimico Creek watersheds and
current responsibilities includes community
stewardship engagement, restoration project
implementation, project monitoring and
project management.

Peter is recently retired from the City of
Toronto, where he worked for over 25 years in
the Forestry section. His most recent posting
was Supervisor of Tree Protection & Plan
review in Etobicoke York District, for City and
Private tree by-law administration and col-
laboration with other City divisions on issues
involving mitigation of adverse impacts on
trees. Peter collaborated over the years with
various educational and government agencies, more notably the ROM,
Canadian Forest Service, and the CFIA.

SPEAKERS’ BIOS
Edith George

As an advisor to the OUFC, Edith dedicates
her time traveling throughout Ontario to edu-
cate people of how and why heritage trees
are important to protect. She strongly believes
that the more people know about heritage
trees, the more people will act to protect
them.

Michelle Kanter

Michelle Kanter has held the position of
Executive Director of the Carolinian Canada
Coalition since 2003 and has been involved
with the Coalition since its inception in 1984.
With 25 years of conservation experience in
wildlife research and land stewardship, she
has worked with a broad range of
stakeholders around the world. As a
consultant, she developed an award-winning
community stewardship program and at the
Nature Conservancy of Canada, she helped protect some of the best
remaining natural areas in the Carolinian Life Zone. She currently sits on
the Ontario Species at Risk Policy Advisory Committee.

Marianne Karsh

Don MacIver

Most recently she was coordinator of ecology
programs at the Ignatius Jesuit Centre of
Guelph in Guelph, Ontario and has worked
for many years as a forest research scientist
for Environment Canada, specializing in the
area of climate change and biodiversity.
Marianne has written and collaborated on
numerous articles addressing key issues in
science, ecology and theology.

Don is a climatologist with more than 45 years
of experience. He was the Director of the Ad-
aptation and Impacts Division, Environment
Canada; and a Professor at York University.
He is the Mayor in the Municipality of Ama-
ranth and County Councilor in Dufferin. Don
has often represented Canada at the UN
Conventions on Climate Change, on Biodi-
versity, the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere
Program. He was a research associate of the Smithsonian Institution. Don
has received numerous awards including the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
Medal and is a co-recipient of he IPCC Nobel Peace Prize.

SPEAKERS’ BIOS
Ana Maria Martinez

Jack Radecki

Consulting Arborists.

Ana is a Marine Biologist from Colombia. She
has a specialization in Environmental Law
from the Externado University of Colombia.
She graduated with a Master’s in Environmen-
tal Studies from York University in 2010 and is
currently doing a PhD in Education. Her
research is in Climate Change Education. She
has been ACER’s Program Coordinator since
the Summer of 2011.
Jack is the Executive Director of the OUFC. He
holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Science in
Forestry from the University of Toronto. Jack
started his career working with the Manitoba
Forestry Resources and the Great Lakes Paper
Company. Currently Jack works as the
supervisor of Arbor services for the Mount
Pleasant Group of Cemeteries. Jack has over
35 years of experience working as a registered
consultant for the American Society of

Bob Rogers

Bob is a retired Associate Professor from Lau-
rentian University. He was Chair of the Nickel
District Conservation Authority, Chair of the
Greater Sudbury Drinking Water Source Pro-
tection Authority and Co-chair of the greater
Sudbury Climate Change Consortium. He
was the founding Director of the Outdoor Ad
venture Leadership Program in the School of
Human Kinetics at Laurentian University. He
promoted and facilitated International Education, student exchange
programs and the Healthy Communities movement in Ontario.

Lynn Short

Lynn has an Honours Degree in Biology and
Chemistry and a Bachelors of Education
degree. She is a volunteer with the Humber
Watershed Alliance, which is affiliated with
the TRCA. She works with youth in the summer
removing the invasive species from wetland
properties. She taught elementary school for
15 years and taught 6 years at the Centre for
Urban Ecology. She is presently teaching in
the Horticulture Department at the Humber
College.

MODERATORS’ BIOS
Dr. Patricia Morgan

Patricia Morgan joined Humber in 2003 as a
professor in the English department and
became a program co-ordinator in 2005.
Five years later she became the associate
dean
of
General
Arts
and
Science, Mathematics, and Literacy and
Basic
Skills.
Her
emphasis
as
associate dean has been on student
success and engagement.
Patricia holds a doctorate from York University and was the chair of
Humber’s Research Ethics Board for three years.

Dr. Gordon Nelson

Dr. Gordon Nelson, Distinguished Professor
Emeritus at the University of Waterloo,
taught and conducted research since 1975.
He is Past Chair of the Parks Research Forum
of Ontario and the Heritage Resources
Centre, University of Waterloo. Dr. Nelson’s
professional accomplishments includethe
publication of numerous books, articles and
reports. His most recent book is beyond The
Global City, a study of the effects of the
rapid growth of Toronto on the environment, socio-economics and
Ontario governance.

Ron Wu-Winter

Ron is a Forestry Technician with the Toronto
& Region Conservation Authority. He has
significant experience in working with pri-
vate landowners and public agencies in
southern Ontario. Ron has a diverse work
and educational background in biology,
education and forest conservation. His cur-
rent work is in implementing stewardship
projects on private and public woodlands.

CAROLINIAN CANADA
CONSERVATION AWARDS 2013
RECOMMENDED RECIPIENTS

2012 Award Recipients. Photo Tim Nixon

CATEGORY: LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
Jane Bowles

Jane is a passionate and dedicated ecologist who has been work-
ing to preserve habitat an d advance scientific knowledge for over
thirty years. Dr. Bowles is Adjunct Professor in both Biology and Ge-
ography at the University of Western Ontario, where she is also Di-
rector of the Sherwood Fox Arboretum and Curator of the UWO
Herbarium. The impacts of Jane's work can be seen across South-
western Ontario in protected lands, populations of threatened and
endangered species, in libraries, in classrooms and in government
policy. She developed a Conservation Master Plan for the City of
London, prepared countless natural heritage inventories, the Wal-
pole Island Ecosystem Recovery Strategy, annual research and
monitoring work at Long Point research station, has over 25 scien-
tific publications, and founding the Thames Talbot Land Trust.
Jane's work in education has inspired students to pursue careers in
conservation, influenced the attitudes of citizens and raised
awareness of environmental issues in Ontario.

Jim and Mary Smith

Since they started growing Christmas trees on their Pelham prop-
erty 40years ago, Jim and Mary Smith have demonstrated out-
standing efforts to support naturalization of Carolinian Canada.

ln 2012 they signed a Conservation Easement with the newly
formed Niagara Land Trust so that should the land be sold, the new
owner is bound to steward the property in partnership with the Ni-
agara Land Trust as set out in the Conservation Agreement. Jim
and Mary have committed to using their property upon request for
public education. As the property is adjacent to the St. Johns
Outdoor Learning Centre and has a historic value as part of the St.
John's Spring Creek history this is again a generous gift forfuture
generations. Jim has been along time member of the Friends of
Shorthills Park and the Niagara Woodlot Association. The Smiths
have been working with Niagara Conservation Authority on a plan
for Riparian work on a portion of a branch of the Twelve Mile Creek
that runs through their property, in an effort to support one of On-
tario's few remaining cold water creek systems and the natural
habitat of the speckled trout.

Donald Craig

Donald Craig began his career with the St. Clair Region Conserva-
tion Authority in 1971 as an environmental planner. Since then, he
has worked there as everything from a flood forecaster to a com-
munity relations supervisor up to his retirement in 2008. Mr. Craig
started SCRCA's Conservation Services Program in 1980. Over 2.5
million trees have been planted since then. He expanded this pro-
gram to include a woodlot management service for landowners.
He also completed forest inventory and management plans for all
of the Authority owned lands -what his SCRCA peers describe as "a
monumental task." Considered a forestry expert in this province,
Donald has served in countless initiatives including: the Rural Lamb-
ton Stewardship Network, Canadian Remedial Action Plan Imple-
mentation Committee, Wildlife Habitat Council and the Lambton
County Woodlot Owners Association, which he founded.

CATEGORY: GROUP

Friends of the Rouge Watershed (FRW)

Established more than 20 years ago, FRW is a community-based
ENGO that protects and restores priority Rouge Park sites to native
forest and wetland habitat, including many Carolinian species. To
date, FRW has restored 266 hectares of Rouge Parkland with
521,000 native trees, shrubs and wildflowers and the help of over
43,000 youth and community volunteers. Planted with over 60,000
native trees, shrubs and wildflowers, the Reesor Wetland area is
now a thriving wet forest complex. The area includes many Carolin-
ian and nationally and provincially rare species and is home to
many species at risk. The award draws special attention to the work
that has been done on the Reesor Wetland since 2008. Rouge Park
studies have shown better than a 90% survival rate of species plant-
ed at its restoration sites.

As a showcase site close to the Toronto Zoo, the restored Reesor
Wetland will provide health and recreation benefits to thousands
of Canadians annually. This sensitive example of Carolinian habitat
will be well-protected moving forward under the guidance of Parks
Canada.

Oakvillegreen Conservation Association

Oakvillegreen is a citizen-volunteer-led, community-oriented envi-
ronmental organization formed in 2000 to tackle environmental
issues ranging from energy conservation to Zero Waste and Urban
Planning. The Association's track record with conservation issues is
far-reaching, from initiating an annual community tree-planting
campaign called Groundbreakers (14,000 native trees planted
and counting), to being Ontario's first community with a Natural
Heritage System. This latter achievement has led to higher stan-
dards for preservation and restoration in the approval process for
property development. Oakvillegreen works with thousands of vol-
unteers to enhance and restore the urban forest on public prop-
erty, in their backyards and schools. Oakvillegreen's record of suc-
cesses has led to the creation of sister associations such as Burling-
tongreen and Miltongreen.

CATEGORY: INDIVIDUAL
Vince D'Elia

Vince D'Elia graduated from York University in Environmental Stud-
ies in 1998 and then attended Fleming College's ecosystem man-
agement technician program. After a stint with the Credit River An-
glers’ Association, he began his work at Toronto and Region Con-
servation Authority (TRCA). His roles over the past years have
evolved from team leader in the watershed dìvision's environmen-
tal services to his position today as project manager in the Etobi
coke-Mimico watersheds. His most notable current project is the
Heart Lake Road Ecology Project, which aims to find a solution to
the high rates of mortality of amphibians and reptiles that migrate
between wetlands along Heart Lake Road. Vince sits on the TD
Friends of the Environment Etobicoke chapter and the board of di-
rectors of ACER headquartered at the Humber College Arboretum.
He continues to maintain a close relationship with Fleming College,
mentoring students starting their careers in the environmental field.

Jane Hanlon

As founder and executive director of Climate Action Niagara
(CAN), Jane Hanlon is one of the region's most tireless climate
change advocates. Working with a strong corps of over 250 mem-
bers and volunteers, she has built many community projects from
the ground up: Community Gardens Network, Urban Forest Com-
mittee, School Scapes Planting for Change, the Eco Fest Niagara

Trade Show, the Heritage Tree Hunt, and most recently, the Fruit
Tree Trail. On top of all of that, in her spare time Jane volunteers as
a director of Land Care Niagara and facilitates workshops and
events for the Niagara Community Gardens Network.

CATEGORY: YOUTH

Assumption Catholic Elementary School

Assumption School came in first in the Niagara Catholic School
Boards when rated among their sister schools in the Ontario Eco
Schools program. The students at Assumption have gone above
and beyond by adopting many animals and trees. They continue
to fundraise hundreds of dollars to give to WWF to save owls, tigers
and polar bears. Some of the proceeds were recently used to raise
60 butterflies. In addition, the students are very committed to
saving the environment by providing a daily eco tip to the school
and every Wednesday students bring a litter-less lunch to school.
At Assumption, the class with the week's top waste-reduction re-
sults in the Waste Free Lunch Challenge gets the honour of a
"golden garbage pail."

Rahul Patel

As a longtime active member of the Peel Environmental Youth Alli-
ance (PEYA) and as a PEYA Facilitator at Ecosource, Rahul has en-
sured that stewardship activities are maintained as a core oppor-
tunity for youth in Peel. In 2012 and 2013 he organized six steward-
ship events for youth across Peel Region. As the coordinator of the
EcoBuzz Conference, he and the PEYA Executive ensured in-
creased access among Peel youth to the many opportunities
fered by community partners to choose sustainable actions in Peel
-from alternative transportation to urban agriculture to electrofish-
ing. Rahul is highly committed to participating in municipal and
provincial planning strategies and to increasing access among
other youth to these strategies to ensure conservation values are
front and centre. Throughout his many various roles at the University
of Toronto at Mississauga campus, Rahul helped maintain a focus
on stewardship and sustainable planning on campus including cy-
cling, naturalization, sustainable food production, to name but a
few. Through Rahul's work in the Credit and Etobicoke/Mimico wa-
tersheds, he supports 500 youth annually in tree-planting and park
stewardship activities. His enthusiasm for native plant, animal and
insect life, as well as innovative solutions for sustainable community
planning is contagious.

SPONSORED BY

Thank you for your support:
• Linda Casselman
• Kirsty Duncan, M.P.,
Etobicoke North
• Edith George
• Irene Katkov
• Peter Dmytrasz
• TD Friends of the
Environment

• Nick Di Nizio
• Leah Casselman
• Heather McLeod
• Michelle Kanter
• Bruce Grantier
• Institute Insurance
of Canada
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