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The response in the Shelburne area was very god. More than two-thirds of the 

respondents were at least somewhat interested in participating in a workshop. 

However, the figure should not be taken too optimistically. Some of the respondents  

(quite a few in fact) indicated that they have time constraints but would not like to be 

excluded from future participation. Others indicated that they might have difficulty 

getting there (retired individuals or young people with young families) but would 

certainly like to be kept informed. Then, of course, there are the respondents which 

expressed interest simply because it seemed like the “correct” thing to say! 

 

In general, though, I found ample indicators that informative mailouts on a 

continuous basis would be welcomed. Also, an ongoing series of workshops is 

definitely a must if the momentum is to be maintained. 

 

Space in the first workshop is limited, understandably, but would-be participants 

should be encouraged, i.e., placed on waiting lists and kept apprized of new 

developments. You’ll quickly lose an interest you are building, if people get the 

impression that only “experts” need to apply. 

  

Some respondents were reluctant to commit themselves to interest in the workshop 

without knowing how much time the subsequent monitoring activity would entail. 

Perhaps something should have been (or could be in the future) added to the 

questionnaire to give respondents a better idea of what is involved before asking the 

question. 

 

Looking at the preliminary findings (C. Pettitts summary) I was interested to see that 

the proportion of respondents from larger out-of-town properties was much higher in 

Shellburne (see Land Ownership pie chart and compare). This probably accounts for 

some of the other significant differen3s in findings on certain questions. 

 

Quite a large number of respondents asked for more information on the Conservation 

Tax Exemption and the “donations” to various conservancy organizations. It would 

be advantageous to consider a SOURCES bulletin as part of a future mailout and/or 

on the website. 

 

It should also be noted that the government agencies involved or referred to (the 

Niagara Escarpment, group chiefly, also the MNR) were generally not well-known or 

well-understood and almost invariably not well-regarded. ACER might suggest to 

these agencies that their image needs improvement! 

 

SUGGESTIONS FOR FOLLOW-UP 

 

Telephone follow-up (post-mailout, pre-workshops) would be valuable but at this 

stage probably too costly. 

 

Continuing mailouts and on-going workshops are definitely indicated to maintain 

and increase the level of interest and involvement. 



 

Small, inexpensive publication of parts of protocols such as an overview of the 

ecosystem or the composting section of WormWatch, for example, could be made 

separately available to those interested but unable to actively participate. 

 

Occasional “Town-Hall” type meeting with a quest speaker and a general; 

information and discussion session could be a valuable addition to your program and 

might do a great deal to promote community interest and awareness. 

 

You might consider involving Brownies, Girl Guides, Cubs and Scouts in your 

activities (you may already have done so). Several leaders who responded to the 

random survey expressed interest and asked how their group could be involved. 

 

POST – SURVEY STUDIES 

 

These could take several forms, among them: 

 

1) A follow-up on the same respondents to determine the level of awareness and 

actual participation. A new questionnaire would have to be designed, but this 

could be quite useful in maintaining active interest. 

2) A questionnaire similar to the pre-test, again randomly administered, to 

determine the ripple or spill-over effect. You might find that once some of the 

community are actively involved, the general level of awareness and interest is 

increased. Also, may increase your pool of community volunteers. 

 

 

 


