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 Divide into groups.  

 Tell them to draw a tree as a group (paper should be 8 x 11 or 11 x 14, why not from a blue 
bin!).  Once they have done this, it’s usually easy to grab them for not having drawn roots.  
Right away you can talk about the importance of roots, root size, requirements, etc. 

 Then ask “What does a tree need to be successful” within their groups (writing on their tree 
sheet). 

 Once complete, show them a master list of requirements.  Ask them to complete their lists, as 
this will act as their scavenger hunt lists.  

 Activity:  scavenger hunt for tree success requirements.  Each group must find all of the 
following (or you decide – perhaps time limits you to 5 per group).   
 
Suggestions are: 

o Sun 
o Soil 
o Water  
o CO2 
o O2 
o Nutrients 
o Anchor point:  

 Explain proper planting (soil line right at root collar, pack soil firmly around tree 
without injuring roots) 

o Space 
o Healthy Environment: 

 Explain salt, acid rain, soil compaction, climate change and pests 
o Short-term care: 

 Explain steps for proper planting and care for first 3 months after planting 
o Long-term care 

 Explain importance of monitoring, watching dry weather conditions and 
watering community trees that need it, can discuss pollination, prevention from 
construction damage or soil compaction, shade changes from buildings, etc., 
not bringing in foreign pests, climate change, etc. 

 Bring them back together and talk about how those factors are looked after in a proper 
planting.  You could ask “What will prevent you from a successful planting”: 

o You may want to talk a bit about animal browse and protective collars for bark (or sun 
scald for that matter), compaction, mulching for water preserving, watching trees with 
regard to weather conditions – ask them in the end to be stewards and not just 
bystanders. 


