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 November 27, 2009 
    

         FALL/WINTER 2009 Newsletter 

Thanks to all the teachers, students and volunteers 
who participated in the various programs to look at 
the effects of climate change on the forests. ACER had 
a busy and productive 2009.

Our co-op student, Phillip, researched forest plots in 
Ontario to check tree growth. His ACER team 
remeasured trees at Scanlon Creek in Bradford, 
Mono Cliffs in Orangeville and Albion Hills in Bolton. 
See page 2.

Over 300 students from various schools across the 
GTA participated in ACER’s Let’s Plant, Measure and 
Mulch program at Humber Arboretum for climate 
change effects on urban forests. See Page 3.

The Humber Youth Stewardship project had a very 
successful summer.  The goal of the 8 week project 

was to remove invasive species, collect data and 
restore parts of the riverside path and pond edge at 
Humber Arboretum. See page 4. 

ACER’s Planting for Change program was a great 
success. Trees at six pilot schools celebrated their 
first birthday since planting. See page 3. 

Our funders continue to understand the need to 
involve the community in tracking environmental 
change as part of building a sustainable and healthy 
future.  We thank them for their continued support of 
all ACER programs. See Page 4. 

www.acer-acre.org
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Youth Eco Intern

Co-op Student from the University of Waterloo funded by Carolinian 
Canada Research Program

.

Administrative Assistant 

Program News

Big News From ACER
ACER is currently going through rebranding. The new logo and name is “Climate’s Sake.” 

Stay tuned in the coming months for updates. 

ACER was pleased to have Astrid Cardenas as a summer Administrative 
Assistant. Her responsibilities included contacting volunteers and members for 
special events assisting with annual reports and newsletter, and updating 
materials and resources. Astrid was the producer of the ACER documentary for 
the HYS program. Astrid is an undergraduate student in Film and Television 
Production program at Humber College. 

ACER is pleased to have Jason Noronha as an Eco-intern 
from the YMCA from September 2009 to September 2010. 
The YMCA’s  Eco-Internship Program is a national program, 
funded by the Government of Canada’s Economic Action 
Plan offering 3 to 12 month funded internship placements. 
The interns are placed with non-profit organizations and paid 
through the YMCA of Greater Toronto. 

The third co-op student from the University of Waterloo that has joined 
the ACER team for the fall season is Phillip Medeiros. Phillip is an 
undergraduate student in the Environmental and Resources Studies 
program at the University of Waterloo. 

Phillip has assisted with all ACER programs and been responsible for 
Planting for Change program.  He has undertaken a research project, 
“Lake to Lake”, a  transact of 1 hectare plots with ACER partners from 
Lake Ontario to Lake Simcoe. The report is due to be published in 
January 2010. 
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Let’s Plant, 
Measure &Mulch!
2009 marked the seventh 
year of monitoring the 
trees at the Humber 
Arboretum. Students from 
grades 6-12 came to 

ACER’s Climate Change Outdoor Laboratory. The 
kids saw deer, chickadees, garter snakes, ground hog 
and red tailed hawks.                   

If you would like to book your school or community 
group for the 2010 May field season, contact us at 
acerinfo@rogers.com.

Planting for Change 
                                             
October of 2009 was the first year 
of growth for the trees planted at 
six schools across the Peel and 
Halton regions. Upon ACER’s 
arrival at each of the six schools, a 
“Birthday Celebration” was held 
to commemorate a single year’s 
growth for the trees involved. 

The schools were presented with a 
concrete “ACER 2008” plaque. 

Students from each of the schools 
were trained by ACER staff on 
internationally accepted measuring 
techniques known as the 
Smithsonian Protocol. The day of 
measuring was filled with learning 
and outdoor experiences! 

   

Visit us online at www. 
measureup.ca to track our 
progress!

Events and Activities 

Science Teachers’ 
Association of Ontario 
(STAO)
                                               
Thanks to everyone who came to 
visit us at STAO! We had a great 
time meeting science teachers and 
talking about our organization. 
Congratulations to the recipients 
of the “Inconvenient Truth” DVD, 
that were donated to ACER by the 
Tides Canada Foundation.

Workshop at Robert 
Bateman H.S.
     
Over four hundred students from 
schools across Burlington attended 
the first Youth Environmental 
Conference at Robert Bateman 
High School, Burlington. 

The students, grades 7-12,enjoyed 
a full-day of eco-focused 
workshops and guest speakers, 
including special guest speaker, 
Robert Bateman. ACER had a 
display and workshop to train 
students to measure the trees 
planted at the school as part of the 
Planting for Change program. 

Mississauga Fall Festival
                                                  
ACER had a display at the 
September Fall Festival for 
families and fun hosted by 
Mississauga at Bradley Museum.

Ontario Institute For 
Studies in 
Education(OISE)

 In September, ACER held a 
workshop for future teachers about 
climate change and along with 
demonstration of how to measure 
trees in the future schoolyard.

Trees for Tomorrow 
Symposium
 

ACER interns had a display at      
“ Trees for Tomorrow” event in 
Markham. The symposium 
brought together practitioners and 
professionals to discuss the future 
of trees and how to ensure their 
success in our urban environment, 
and to meet ACER. 

mailto:acerinfo@rogers.com
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   ACER’s Recent      
Publications

Humber Youth Stewardship Project 
(HYS) (2008)

Niagara Peninsula Project (NPP)
(2008-9)

www.canada-biodiversity.ca has 
posted scientific posters. 6 of these 
include ACER’ work.

    Upcoming 
 Publications

Forest Biodiversity Research     
Central Ontario Studies (2009)

Benchmarking Biodiversity and 
Planning Future Forests in  Urban 
Impacted Areas (2010)

Humber Youth Stewardship Project 
HYS2 (2009)

Membership, Donations 
and Volunteer 
Information

ACER has many volunteer 
opportunities throughout the year 
and in the May and October field 
seasons. 

 To find out more about how to get 
involved and/or to make a donation 
refer to the contact information 
below.  

Annual Membership is $20 and all 
donations receive a tax receipt.   

Donations are accepted online, by 
phone, or mail.

           

www.acer-acre.org                                                                               Fall 2009

 ACER recognized for the Humber Youth Stewardship Program (HYS)
ACER was chosen by the YMCA of Great Toronto as an employer success story for 2009.  Toronto Councillor Suzan 
Hall made this all possible for Ward 1 youth. ACER developed and led the HYS eight week project with the YMCA, 
City of Toronto and Toronto Region Conservation Authority to remove invasive species, collect data on the 
remaining native trees and restore areas along the Humber River.  For two summers, six youth from the YMCA have 
an opportunity to be employed and gain valuable experience in safety, identification of trees and invasive species and 
build a strong foundation for a good work ethic and develop teamwork skills. ACER plans to continue to work with 
the YMCA to train youth for ecological restoration projects that include monitoring the success of the established and 
new trees. 

     
 Contact Information:

 Unit #44, 3665 Flamewood Dr. 

 Mississauga, ON  L4Y 3P5          

 www.acer-acre.org

www.measureup.ca

acerinfo@rogers.com
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